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It was identified that there were several play sites that 
required attention and investment, some of these had 
been not been updated for up to 20 years and we were 
not giving the youngest members of Gravesham 
suitable locations to improve their mental and physical 
wellness.

The feedback was been greatly received in all park 
sites and it is wonderful to visit during the weekend, 
evening or the school holiday to see hundreds of 
children playing.

Play Parks
G R A V E SHA M



F O U N TA I N WA L K

This little pocket park was developed on the site 
of a small park that was nearly 15 years old. 

The old equipment wasn't a risk to those playing 
but it gave the wrong impression to the residents 
and the children who live in these council 
properties.

Upon investigation at the start of the year, it was 
clear that there were several families who simply 
weren't using the old equipment because it didn't 
cater to their needs.
Since this new park has been installed there has 
been a great reception.

M E D H U RS T  G A R D E NS

The old park located here was one of the oldest 
units in the borough and although it wasn't flagged 
as a concern by the annual inspection, it was clear 
that its playability was limited, and it needed to cater 
for the younger demographic.

This new park offers to play equipment for the up to 
12-year-olds and a range of play, ranging from 
springer seesaws, sensory elements on the multiplay 
unit, a toddler-themed slide and a new multi-swing 
set.

It is all themed around nature as the park is cut into 
the banks and surrounded by green grass banks that 
soften the landscape for users.

The older children have use of a MUGA, which will 
be reviewed for possible improvements.



WA R W ICK  P L A C E

Warwick Place is home to hundreds of family members, of 
different ages.

Although there is a toddler park nearby, this space was 
developed because there was simply a concrete patch that 
had a single basketball hoop and a shelter.

This brought unwanted anti-social behaviour, which 
discouraged residents from using the large open spaces.

Installing a designated play site for ages up to 12 will 
encourage families to be there more regularly, 
preventing unwanted behaviour.

PA R K  P L A C E

This location was interesting in its complexity because the 
site itself is an unusual size and space, It neighbours
Gravesend Promenade with its play facilities and has three 
pocket parks that had very similar old equipment.

The decision was made to remove all three small pocket 
parks and concentrate effort and budget on the central 
park, which all residents use.

Moving forward those other smaller areas will be 
redeveloped into communal green spaces that will bring 
the community and residents together to talk and enjoy. 



W I N D M IL L  H I L L

This was always being considered for enhancement, as it is a 
beautiful large space at the high point of the town.

This was brought forward in the programme and had to be 
redesigned because of damage caused by an arson attack.

Nevertheless, it allowed us to develop a clear theme of a 
castle on a hill that can be further developed over the 
coming years to bring more play equipment to the 
space, which will make it a destination for families to enjoy 
again.

K I N G S  FA R M

Kings Farm is an unusual space because of the current MUGA 
and gym and play equipment that has been installed in the 
middle of the recreation grounds.

It is a difficult site because of the anti-social behaviour that 
has been a problem in this area, but we couldn't allow this to 
dictate what we should do.

The aim of developing this site was to bring younger families 
to the space and give them something toddlers and children 
up to age 8 can enjoy.



Rosherville is a much-loved park in Northfleet with a lot 
of history and many fond memories for those who used 
to play on equipment when they were children.

The new design was sensitively themed around 
Rosherville Gardens, using interactive shop panels, a big 
top rope climber, inclusive circus play, ground graphics 
and a boat MPU.

We were also able to maximise play by refurbishing 
swings, ground-level roundabout and repainting railings.

Rosherville 
Park

Nort h fle e t

BEFORE

After



Previously the Big Lottery Fund helped with the funding of 
the playground at Istead Rise but being over 16 years old 
it had become tired, and rundown and its play value were 
lacking. This was leading to increased levels of ASB and it 
simply wasn’t accommodating the increased footfall of 
children and families with the success of the Istead 
Community Centre.

Funded by GBC but working in partnership with a local 
community group, we wanted to sensitively design a park 
that brought toddlers and older children together, to 
challenge them with added hiding tunnels, play learning, 
natural grass mounds and movement play all in one 
space.

Play Park
I st e ad  R ise



Considering the success at Istead Rise and Camer Park, the 
decision was made to make significant improvements and 
invest in the development of play parks at both 
Luddesdown and Culverstone.

Luddesdown contributed to the planning 
and funded additional play and seating through the 
Luddesdown Society and when it was opened by the Mayor 
children, families and local businesses came out to show 
support.

Culverstone is yet to be formally opened but we have 
already upcycled picnic benches that had been damaged 
and found them a new home in the playground.

Parish Park
Lu d d e sd own  an d  C u lve rst one



Camer 
Park

Camer is a jewel in the landscape of the borough, being 
nestled among other forest spaces such as Ashenbank Wood, 
Shorne Woods and Jeskyns Community Woodland. It offers a 
real opportunity to make it a destination location for families 
from all over the borough.

The park itself is home to a wonderful array of species of 
trees but it is another space that is used primarily by dog 
walkers.

By significantly developing and investing in the play park we 
have already seen an increase in footfall and schools coming 
to the area to learn about nature and play on this equipment.



INCLUSIVE 
PLAY

Mindful inclusion of new equipment and multiplay 
units that encourage all abilities the space to learn 
and play together.

All the schemes that have been installed over this 
year have been scored taking that into consideration.

This has included textured paths, educational boards, 
natural materials, musical noise makers and non-
traditional play features.



Woodlands 
Sensory Park

Q U E E N’ S  GREEN C A NO P Y

Another first for Gravesham Borough 
Council is the replacement of 
the golf putting greens at 
Woodlands Park which had become 
unsafe and unsightly.

A beautiful inclusive sensory garden 
was designed that families can 
enjoy, surrounded by ancient pine 
trees and newly planted trees for the 
Queen's Platinum Jubilee.

This year GBC planted 2,566 native whips as part of 
more natural boundaries.

The largest of these was surrounding the Woodlands Sensory 
Garden, which was planted to give privacy and a natural defence 

against users damaging play equipment or the landscape.

12
Trees and 

hedgerow planted

species planted
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As part of Gravesham Borough Council’s drive to deliver a greener Gravesham, it was critical to 
make improvements to previous efforts with regard to tree planting around the borough.

With financial assistance from the Queen's Jubilee, we were able to plant thousands of bare-rooted and 
container-grown trees. We increased the number of standards from an average of 121 to over 270, with the aim 
to continue to increase this number progressively through strategic partnerships with North Kent Countryside 

Partnership, Woodlands Trust, KCC and the Forestry Commission.

Tree Planting
GRAVESHAM

Under the Queen's Jubilee program, GBC has planted 20 trees 
across the borough from Woodlands Park to urban 

environments.
In November Lady Colgrain, the Lord Lieutenant of Kent, planted 

Jubilee trees at the Gurdwara and Woodlands Park.

Queen's Jubilee the forest of memories
To remember those who were lost to the Covid-19 pandemic, 250 

native whips were planted through a community group and with the 
help of KCC wardens, police and local families, children and 

religious organisations.



P E R E N N I A L  N OT  
S EA S O N A L

Following the devastation to Gravesend Promenade caused by Storm 
Eunice in 2022 comes positivity. We have taken the opportunity to 
review the area and put together a strategy that strengths our 
corporate values and enhances the Prom not only for the public but 
also for the wildlife. The habitat has been home to more than 138 
different species of bird over the years.

plans
PROMENADE

Working with The Royal Horticultural Society and local RHS 
contractors, we have designed and created a scheme that 
uses perennial planting specifically chosen to promote 
biodiversity, annual colour and growth, and will develop into 
beds that GBC can use as a working canvas.

It also offered the chance to review historic photographs and 
bring continuity by closely linking the Prom with the heritage 
planting at The New Tavern Fort with the use of the same 
plants.



On behalf of English Heritage, Gravesham Borough Council manages part of the 
Thames wartime defense and has the responsibility to highlight and show our 
history through the New Tavern Fort.

It is a tourist opportunity that has not really been developed. With considered town 
management planning it can attract and draw visitors into the gardens to learn 
about why the battlement is here.

Clearance
Rampart

For years the ramparts and gun battlement enclosure 
have been allowed to grow into dense matting of 
brambles, other woody weeds and self-sown 
sycamores.

Contractors were commissioned to cut back and clear 
the embankment so that now it offers better visibility of 
and from the fort onto the Thames and Gordon Gardens.

N E W  TAV E R N  FO RT



In February 2021, we had the trifecta of influence that cause significant damage to the lower -lying section 
between the Town Pier and the promenade in Gravesend. High Spring tides, Storm Franklin, the closure of the 

Thames barrier and high winds led to the whole of Gordon Promenade being underwater.

Flooding
G ord on  P rom e n ad e

Aquatic life in the lake suffered when salt water from the Thames 
burst the banks into the freshwater habitat of the dell and the 

lake.

Fish casualties reached more than 95 recovered from the 
surrounding bank and reeds as the water receded. A significant 
number of marsh frogs perished in the flood, and it will be some 

time before those numbers recuperate.

Damage
In the months following the flood, horticulture worked with 

the Environment Agency to test the quality of the water, to check 
the salinity and levels of chemicals that would further affect the 

health of the remaining species in the lake.

GBC will continue to work with North Kent Countryside 
Partnership to sample the ecology of the habitat and make 

strategic decisions to improve the quality through an informed 
choice of plants that encourage wildlife and insects.

Water Quality



Unfortunately, with the unusual weather patterns that have become more common, this is likely to be a more 
frequent occurrence with the proximity to the Thames Estuary, and we have to control the impact this has on 

the area, the safety of those using the open space and ensure we plan with this in mind.

Flooding
G ord on  P rom e n ad e

There was genuine concern over the health of the swans, ducks 
and birdlife at Gordon Promenade, but with the manual clearance 

and maintenance of the reeds, we saw ducklings, adult swans 
and cygnets that have stayed throughout the season.

There has also been an increase in different species, but there 
has been a general drop in quantity and this will naturally be 
addressed in the development of the lake and its surrounds.

SWANS AND BIRDLIFE
Motivated by GBC’s want to move away from herbicides that 

contain Glyphosate, the decision was made to make the 
treatment of the Japanese lilies and water reeds the last 

application at the lake and instead we will manually remove 
these invasive plants.

Invasive Control 



The volunteers of the Windmill Hill Association dedicated over 132 hours up until 
March 2022. They have worked extremely hard to promote natural habitat and 
develop pockets of plants that are perfect for pollinators.

They continue to open the space to anyone who wants to learn and enjoy the area 
but currently it remains protected while the wildflower areas establish.

habitat
Wildlife

20 bat, bird and owl boxes have been installed in 
various locations in the Borough to promote 
habitat for wildlife.

The proposal is to continue this scheme as there 
have been a few sightings in some of these 
locations, but typically it will be a few seasons 
before wildlife is comfortable about making these 
permanent homes.

B U Z Z  G A R D E N  A N D  
W I L D L I F E  H A B I TAT



Ro ta r y  a n d  S t  G e o rg e ' s  
s c h o o l

For several years GBC has been 
volunteering in the planting of 
purple crocus bulbs on the bank 
at Woodlands Park.

This year GBC staff were helped 
by Rotary Club members and 
groups of children from St 
George's school.

There was a session of education 
about polio given to students who 
have missed out on outdoor 
activities because of Covid, 
followed by the opportunity to get 
their fingernails dirty and plant 
crocus bulbs.



W i l d  C h a l k  G ra s s l a n d

Advice provided by KCC 
ecologist has highlighted that 
although grass has been left on 
the Warren, it hasn’t shown any 
signs of biodiversity 
improvements.

The decision was made to 
survey and cut this back at the 
end of the season, and to lightly 
cultivate and sow appropriate 
seed to encourage positive 
flowering on the chalk ground.



The proposal was to build relationships with local and national support groups to help guide individuals who 
want to use the outdoors to escape, reflect and perhaps find solace in conversation with others.

We installed the first of these benches with the hope that local business and charities will show their support 
and fund further installations across the borough.

Benches
M in d fu l M om e n t

These will start with a simple engraving but 
working with groups like CALM and North Kent 

MIND, together with the Gravesham digital 
team, we will share content on our website, to 
signpost individuals via QR code on a plaque 

to information and help.

Partnerships
Rosherville

Vale Road

St Benedict's

Wombwell Park

Lawrence Square

Windmill Hill

Dicken's Court

Gravesend Cemetery

Istead Rise

Camer Park

Luddesdown



B OAT I N G  B E D S

To promote the 11km of Thames waterfront, themed boat 
planters have been sourced from numerous boat yards and 
Scouts from the local area.

These boats had reached a point where they needed 
significant attention to make them safe for water use, but 
with light sand down and painting they are perfect to plant 
with vibrant colour to brighten up the roadsides around 
Gravesend.

Gravesham Borough Council has continued the trend of 
highlighting events and commemorative days with the use of 
temporary ground spray paints at key locations in our borough.

PA I N T I N G  G R AV ES H A M



G ROW I N G  YO U R  
CO M M U N I T Y

This year saw the introduction and trial of raised beds that 
have been planted and promoted as community herb and 
veg plots.

The hope is that local people will enjoy being involved in a 
little gardening, young people will learn about edible plants 
and there will be additional sensory enjoyment through 
growing other than seasonal bedding in these locations.

Gravesham Borough Council refurbished and installed festive 
benches at The Hive, Northfleet, Rosherville Park, Gordon 
Promenade, Camer Park and Gravesend town centre. These 
would have previously gone to landfill.

F EST I V E  G R AV ES H A M



Enhance the Warren – The lower section of the Warren requires play value and the MUGA needs attention.

Digitalize the horticulture department – In line with all other operational service providers in the council.

Multi Use Games Area (MUGA) – Develop relationships with community groups and sports leagues to improve usage.

Robot Line Marker – Driving efficiency through intelligent use of technology.

Pitch Enhancements – Working with Kent Football Association to increase maintenance.

Friends of Gravesham – Building on the success of the street champions to put a call-out for local green-fingered volunteers.

Rewild the Dell – Using secured funds to plant the bottom of the rampart and encourage wildlife.

Park usage – Use technology to monitor specific open spaces. 

Use this info with a public consultation to develop a strategy in accordance with findings.

Funding for Parks – Investigate avenues of funding to assist with the park improvements.
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